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Cockermouth  Urban  District  Council 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cockermouth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  1951,  which  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
Circular  1961  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  16th 
February,  1940,  and  the  Registrar  General’s  Memorandum 
SD/54  received  June,  1952. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  MASON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres),  2,040. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1951) 

(see  page  5)  5,203' 

dumber  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1951),  according  to  Rate 

Books,  1,856- 

Rateable  Value  ...  £28,648 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (approx.)  £110. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live 

) Legitimate 

76 

45 

31 

1 Birth  Rate  (R.G) 

Births 

i Illegitimate 

3 

2 

1 

1 (unadjusted) 

1 5.  i per  1000  of 
the  population 

Still  Births 

2 

2 

0 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  (live 

and 

still)  births,  24.6, 

Total  M.  F 

Deaths  80  41  39  Crude  Death  Rate. 

(R.G.)  15.3  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 


Maternal  Mortality : — 


Deaths  frbm  puierperal  causes 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 
Total 


(childbirth)  : — 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Infantile  Mortality : — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


4 (2m,  and  2f) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Aid  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  51  (approx.) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

53  (approx). 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

nil. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (rail  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10 


Cockermouth  Urban  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


For  the  year,  1951. 


The  area  of  the  district  in  statute  acres  (and  inland 
water)  is  2,065. 


RAINFALL. 

Records,*  taken  at  Sunscales  Reservoir,  Cockermouth,  330 


feet  above 

sea  level  : — 

Inches 

1951 

of  rain 

Over  1 inch  of  rain  fell 
following  dates  : — 

January 

4.04 

February 

3.69 

March 

4.30 

21st. 

April 

— 

<no  record  taken). 

May 

— 

(no  record  taken). 

June 

1.24 

July 

2.59 

August 

4.16 

September 

5.10 

14th.  and  24th. 

October 

1.40 

November 

7.43 

4th.  and  20th. 

December 

7.34 

24th 

Snow  fell  on  1st,  26th,  27th,  28th.  January;  6th.,  20th  of  February; 
26th.  March. 

5 years’  average  rainfall  1046-1950  inclusive — 48.68  inches. 


*Kindly  given  by  Mr.  Maurice  Dixon,  Surveyor,  who  com- 
menced taking  rainfall  records  after  Mr.  John  Armstrong,  of  South 
Lodge,  left  the  district. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  figure  of  5.203  is  given  for  the  year  1951  by  the 
Registrar-General  and  called  by  him  the  “Home  population”  (i.e 
- -as  in  1950 — including  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in 
the  area);  on  this  figure  the  birth  and  death  rates  and  the  incid- 
ence of  notifiable  diseases  are  based. 

N.B.— The  population  figure  for  1950  was  5,160. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


BIRTHS. 


Live  Births. — There  were  79  Live  Births  (47  males  and  32 
females)  registered  as  belonging  to  the  district,  of  these  3,  (2 

males  and  1 female)  were  illegitimate.  (1950: — 82  live  births) . 

The  net  live  birth  rate  was  accordingly  15.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  15.8  for  the  previous  year. 

As  regards  Births  and  Deaths  the  Registrar- General  has 
supplied  Area  Comparability  Factors  which  allow  for  the  differing 
age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  and 
are  used  for  comparing  birth  rates  and  death  rates  with  those  in 
other  areas.  The  factor  for  births  is  0.98,  adjusting  the  birth 
late,  therefore,  to  14-79. 


Comparisons  may  be  given  as  follows: — 

B rth  Rates,  1951 — Cumberland 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
England  and  Wales 
Cockermouth  Rural  District 
Cockermouth  Urba  i District 


Adiusted 

17.1 

17.1 

17.2 
15.5 
16.0 

15.1  14.7 


The  percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  3.79  as  compared 
with  6.09  in  J950. 

Still  Births. — Ther  e were  two  still  births  registered,  so  that  the 
still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  .38  as  compared 
with  nil  in  1950.  (The  rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  was  0.36.) 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births,  was  24.6 
as  compared  with  nil  for  1950. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  belonging  to  Cockermouth 
was  80-  This  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  15-3  per  1,000  of  the 
population  ajs  compared  with  13.1  for  the  previous  year. 


T 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1951. 


Causes  of  Death  Males'  Females 

All  Causes  . . 41  39 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

0 

0 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

. . 

0 

0 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• • 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningo-coccal  Infections 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

. . 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles 

1 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

0 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

0 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

. , 

0 

0 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus 

0 

0 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes 

, , 

0 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

. , 

3 

6 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

. . 

6 

7 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

0 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

6 

19 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

0 

22. 

Influenza 

0 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

0 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

1 

0 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

0 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrho  ea 

... 

0 

0 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

0 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

. • 

4 

0 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. . 

0 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

1 

33. 

Motor-vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

0 

0 

35. 

Suicide 

# # 

0 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — Total 

2 

2 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

t Total 

.. 

47 

32 

LIVE  BIRTHS  \ Legitimate 

45 

31 

J Illegitimate 

• * 

2 

i 

I Total 

2 

0 

STILL  BIRTHS  }-  Legitimate 

2 

0 

1 Illegitimate 

• • 

0 

0 

POPULATION  (for  Births  and  Deaths),  1951 — R.G. — (see  p.  5) 


5,203. 
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The  comparability  factor  given  for  adjusting  the  crude  death  rate 
(for  the  reasons  explained  under  Births)  is  0.94.  The  adjusted 
death  rate  for  Cockermouth  Urban  District  was,  therefore,  14.3. 


Comparisons  of  crude  atnd  adjusted  death  rates  are  shewn 
below : — 


Death  Rates,  1951 — Cumberland 

Crude 

13.2 

Adjusted 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

13.1 

— 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 

13.2 

— 

England  and  Wales 

12.5 

— 

Cockermouth  Rural  Distr  ici 

11.9 

11.4 

Cockermouth  Urban  District 

15.3 

14.3 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  4 deaths  (ah  legit.  2 m.  2 f.)  among  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  50.6  per 
1,000  births  as  compared  with.  2 deaths  with  a rate  of  24.3  for 
1950. 

No  death  occurring  among  illegitimate  infants , the  Illegiti- 
mate Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1951  was,  therefore,  nil  per'  1,000 
illegimate  births,  as  compared  with  the  Legitimate  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  of  52-6  per  1,000  legitimate  births.  These  latter 
rate  were,  respectively,  nil  and  25-9  for  tile  previous  year. 


Comparisons  may  be  given  as  follows : — 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  1951: — 

Cumberland  • • 34 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  . . 35 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  . . 32 

England  and  Wales  • • 29  0 

Cockermouth  Rural  District  • • 38.2 

Cockermouth  Urban  District  50.6 

Net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one 
year  of  age  : — 

Total  Total 

Cause  of  under  1 — 2 under  1 — 3 3 — 6 6 — 9 9 12  under 

Death  1 wk.  weeks  4 wk6  mths.  mths.  mths.  mth»  lyr. 

Prematurity  t 1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

and  Gen.  Debility  ■ 1 

Measles  and  Lobar 

Pneumonia  * 1 

Polycystic  Lung  and 

Broncho-pneumonia  i • 

The  death  of  the  premature  baby  occurred  in  36  hours. 
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SENILE  DEATH  RATE. 

t>0  pea-sons  had  attained  me  age  of  65  years  and  upwards.  This 
number  represents  a Senile  Death  Rate  of  75.0  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths,  as  compared  with  73.5  for  1950, 

6 (,5m  If)  occurred  among  persons  between 

10  (5m  5i)  „ „ 

25  (,12m  13f)  „ „ 

10  t2m  8f)  „ 

7 (.3m  4f ) „ „ 

1 (m)  at  92  years  of  age. 

1 (f)  at  97  years  of  age. 

INQUESTS,  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  VIOLENCE- 
in  respect  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  the  year 
there  were  2 inquests  (one  being  held  within  the  district). 

No  Coroner  is  ceroficate  was  received  in  respect  of  any  case 
where  post-mortem  examination  had  been  made  but  no  inquest 
held. 

One  death  was  “Uncertified.  ’ 

Violence. — The  death  rate  due  to  Violence  (all  forms)  was  again 
.38  per  1,000  of  the  population  m the  Cocker  mouth  Urban  District 
Bellow  will  be  seen  the  number  of  deaths  from  Suicide,  Road  Trailic 
Accident,  Other  Violence  (and  the  Total  Violence  deaths,  together 
with  the  percentages  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes,  'and  the 
death  rates  of  each  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  comparison  with 


1950.— 

Koad  Traffic* 

Other  Violenoe 
oiol’g  Road 

Total 

Su 

icide 

Aooidents 

Traffic  Acc, 

Violenoe 

1951 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951 

1950 

1951  I960 

Deaths 

I 

nil 

I 

1 

nil 

1 

2 1 

yt  of  all  causes 

1.25 

ml 

1.25 

1.47 

nil 

1.47 

2.50  2.94 

D. K.  per  iooo 
popln. 

•19 

ml 

•19 

•19 

nil 

• >9 

.38  -38 

The  two  violence  deaths  include  one  of  intra-cranial  haemorr- 
hage due  to  fractured  skull  in  a motor  accident,  and  one  of  car- 
bon monoxide  poisoning  due  to  inhalation  of  coal  gas  (suicide). 


CANCER. 


Cancer  proved  fatal  m 10 

cases,  as  follows : 

System 

Primary  Organ 

Males  Females 

Years  old 

Alimentary 

• Stomach 

3 

0 

57,  67,  92 

Caecum 

0 

1 

59 

Colon 

0 

1 

72 

Rectum 

1 

1 

72,  7c 

Respiratory 

Trachea 

2 

1 

44,  69 

Larynx 

0 

1 

78 

This  number  corresponds  to  a cancer  death  rate  of  1.9  per 
i ,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  16  oases  with  a rate  of 
3.1  in  1950- 


In  1951,  out  of  every  8 deaths  of  persons  in  this  district  1 was 
attributed  to  cancer  (i960 — 1 in  4). 


the  ages  of  65  and  70  yrs. 

70  and  75  yrs. 
75  and  80  yrs. 
80  and  85  yrs. 
85  and  90  yrs. 


to 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Vide  also  page  1 8. 


There  were  two  deaths  attributed  to  Tuberculosis. 


Males 


Female. 


Respiratory  System 
Non-Pulmonary 


1 

0 


1 

0 


The  Tuberculosis  (ah  kmns)  death,  rate,  therefore,  was  0.33 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  0.19  in  1950. 

Similarly,  the  death  rate  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 
0.38  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  yith  0.19  the  previous 
year. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspector  Mr.  Maurice  M.  Dixon,  M.Lnst.  Mum  F... 
C.R-  San.  I.,  being  also  the  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  . 

Mr  Janies  Goodfeliow  is  assistant  in  the  Surveyor’s  office. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


In  accordance  with  the  National  Plealth  Service  Act,  1946,  ths 
County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  this  important 
public  service  (taking  over  in  1948).  Under  their  comprehensive 
Ambulance  Scheme  for  Cumberland  adequate  provision  has  been 
made  for  Cockermouth  Urban  District. 


Other  particulars  under  Provision  of  Health  Services  remain 
as  detailed  in  my  1930  and  subsequent  reports. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  obtained  from  Workington  Corporation  in  bulk 
and  is  considered  to  be  of  high  quality.  (Analyses  are  carried  out 
by  the  Workington  Corporation  and  the  Cockermouth  Council). 


II 


All  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  public  water  mains  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 
St.  Helen  s Private  School  and  Lodge,  Strawberry  Howe  Farm, 
Annfield  Farm,  Park  House  and  Park  House  Farm,  which  have 
private  piped  supplies-  150  houses  still  obtain  their  water  from 
common  taps  either  in  the  yard  or  wash-house  supplied  from  the 
public  maanB. 

It  can  be  said  that  all  work  in  connection  with  I he  new  scheme 
of  distribution  mains  in  the  town  is  now  complete 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  water  shortage  during  the 
year.  The  amount  pumped  to  the  high  level  areas  (including 
V\  mdniill)  Lane  and  Slated' ell  housing  estates,  C a, s Legate  Drive, 
Lorton  Road,  and  The-  Moor)  averaged  80,000  gallons  per  day, 
being  27  per  cent,  of  the  total 

The  amount  of  water  taken  from  the  Crummock  trunk  maiu 
retailed  110,000,000  gallons,  equivalent  to  a daily  consumption  per 
head  of,  approximately,  57  gallons  This  figure  includes  trade 
supplies,  which  account  for  i0  pen-  cent,  of  the  total  consumption. 

Metered  supplies  were  increased  in  number  during  the  year, 
and  totalled  42.  (1950 — 35). 

There  were  further  discussions  between  the  Workington  Corpor- 
ation and  the  Cockermouth  Urban  and  Rural  authorities,  and 
tenders  were  a-ppi  oved  for  the  installation  of  a chlorination  and 
anti-incrustation  p ant  at  Lorton.  The'  condition  of  the  15in  /13in. 
main  from  Crummock  continued  to  deteriorate  but  arrangements 
were  made  to  scrape  the  main  by  direct  labour  during  1952- 

8 till  no  progress  was  made  with  the  North  Cumberland  Water 
Board's  Caldewhe  td  scheme. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Council’s  consultant  engineers  in  January,  1951,  presented 
a report  which  supplemented  their  report  of  1950  dealing  in 
greater  detail  with  the  remedial  measures  necessary  to  overcome 
infiltration  of  gr<  und  water  into  the  sewers  and  recommending 
r.hat  this  work  should  be  carried  out  prior  to  the  proposed  recon 
Struction  of  the  disposal  works.  This  report  was  forwarded  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  intimated  that  a fully  detailed  scheme 
would  be  required  before  any  decision  on  an  application  for  loan 
could  be  given.  (At  the  time  of  writing,  the  scheme  is  being 
prepared) 

The  bulk  of  the  dried  sludge  from  the  outfall  works  was  taken 
to  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 
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SCAVENGING  AND  REMOVAL  OE  REFUSE. 

Tihe  method  of  scavenging  and  removal  of  refuse  proceeds  as 
formerly  ; codec  Lon  is  bi-weekly. 

The  collection  and  baling  of  waste  paper  for  salvage  was 
continued  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

1 gratefully  acknowledge  the  invaluable  assistance  given  to 
me  by  Mr.  Mam-ice  Dixon,  Sanitary  inspector  'and  Sur- 
veyor, in  tlie  making  of  this  report,  at  the  eud  of  which  is 
Ihis  summary  of  work  in  accordance  with  Article  19  of  the 
Sanitary  Officer  s Order,  1926 ; his  friendly  co-operation,  too, 
is  appreciated. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  Cockermoutlh  Urban 
Distinct  at  the  end  of  1931.  N o serious  defects  were  noted  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  made  56  visits. 


Premises  Number  on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

Remedied 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sects. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  28* 

20 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sect.  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
ority. 30 

32 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sect.  7 is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers’  prem- 
ises). — 

58 

52 

0 

0 

*11  of  these  relate 

to  bakehouses. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — Renewals  of  licences  to  continue 
Offensive  Trades  were  granted  to  firms  of  Blood  Driers  and 
Knackers  and  Felknongers.  No  complaints  were  received  and  on 
inspections  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition. 
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SHOPS  ACT.  1934. 

There  is  no  special  action  to  report  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Action  under  this  Act  wag.  taken  throughout  the  year.  In  the 
case  of  treatments  carried  out  at  trade  premises  (food  ware- 
houses, etc.)  the  co.sts  were  recovered  from  the  occupiers  con- 
cerned. Several  residential  properties  were  also  dealt  with. 

Test  baitings  of  the  sewers  were  Carried  out  twice;  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  informs  me  that  there  was  no  indication  of  major 
infestation. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewage  disposal  works  were 
treated  quarterly,  a necessity  on  account  of  the  considerable  kill 
on  each  occasion. 

One  of  the  Council’s  employees  attended  a 3-day  course  of 
instruction  on  the  detection  and  treatment  of  infestation  by  rats 
and  mice. 


Housing. 

Housing  shortage  continues. 

In  1951  Forty  houses  were  completed  'and  occupied  on  the 
Slatefell  Estate  and  the  building  of  a further  36  was  commenced. 


Eight  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise- 


At  the  present  time,  on  the  Council  s waiting  list  there  are, 
approximately,  200  applicants. 

During  the  year  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  persons  who  were 
offered  new  houses  declined  them,  stating  that  the  rent  was 
beyond  their  means. 

Demolition  of  condemned  property. — A report  was  submitted 
to  the  Council  on  the  condition  of  property  in  all  confirmed  Clear- 
ance Areas.  It  wa«  resolved  that  necessary  action  be  taken 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  to  secure  demolition  of  the  property 
in  seven  Clearance  Areas- 

It  is  noted  that  218  permanent  Council,  and  26  private  enter- 
prise houses  were  built  between  the  end  of  the  war  in  1945  and  3.1  st. 
December,  1951. 
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Housing  Appendix. 

STATISTICS. 

Inspection  of  DweLling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . . 57 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  65 

2 Action  under  Statutory  powers: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sec. ion  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — . . 0 

ib)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — ..  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections.  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dweltinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  1 


The  position  regarding  house  repair  work  particularly  in  con- 
nection with  houses,  privately  owned  remains  very  difficult,  chiefly 
because  of  the  high  cost  of  building  repairs  in  relation  to  the 
maximum  rent  chargeable  under  the  Rent  Restrictions  Act. 


FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

As  a result  of  the  implementation  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949,  the  supervision  of  milk  production  passed 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  .Fisheries.  As  a matter  of  con- 
venience samples  are  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  requested, 
the  tests  being  confined  to  tubercle  only.  Bacteriological!  exam- 
ination is  undertaken  by  the  Cumberland  Pathological  Laboratory, 
Carlisle. 

Milk  is  distributed  in  this  district  as  follows : — 

8 Producer-retailers  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  retail, 
including  1 Tuberculin  Tested  and  7 ungraded.  I Tuberculin 
Tested,  producer  does  not  retail  in  the  Urban  area. 

3 firms  retail  milk  purchased  in  bulk. 

Of  the  producers  referred  to  above  only  two  have  their 
premises  in  the  Urban  District. 

One  dealer  is  licensed  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  in  the  area. 

Ice  Cream — There  were  four  producer-retailers  and  11  retailers 
only. 
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On  a sample  of  milk  being  reported  as  tubercular,  investi- 
gation is  made  by  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
fisheries  to  whose  Divisional  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  K.  S.  ELntslie,  I 
am  indebted  for  his  yearly  return  (a  ‘nil’  one  for  1951)  giving 
particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938.  from  premises  in  the  Oockermouth  Urban  District. 


Total  number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  . . 0 

Cows  in  Milk  , . o 

Other  Cows  or  Heifers  . . o 

Other  Bovine  . . o 

Types  of  Disease  found  at  Post-mortem — 

Tuberculosis  of  Udder  . . 0 

Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation  . . o 

Tuberculosis  with  chronic  cough  and  showing 

definite  clinical  signs  ...  0 

Discharging  or  excreting  tuberculous  material  ...  0 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Slaughter-Houses. — The  two  Private  Slaughter-Houses  (both 
registered),  and  the  Council's  Public  Abattoir  have  not  been  used 
as  such  since  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  January  14th,  1940,  sus- 
pended all  slaughtering  other  than  in  regional  abattoirs — the 
Maryport  abattoir  still  serves  this  district  under  the  scheme. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  1951  : — 12lbs- 
luncheon  pork;  22jbs.  ham;  24lbs.  bacon;  1 jar  fish  paste;  37  tins 
fish;  21  tins  fruit  find.  1 fruit-juice),  351’b.s.  apricot  pulp;  13  tins 
peas ; 6 tins  beans  ; 2 tins  carrots;  3lbs.  jam ; 2 tins  coffee  ; lib. 
syrup ; 1 packet  cereal ; 1 bottle  sauce ; 3 tins  soup ; 3lbs-  oats  : 
3 packets  jellies;  22lbs-  butter;  6^  doz.  ice  cream  briquettes;  19 
tins  evaporated  milk,  and  2 bottles  wine. 


Aid  items  were  surrendered  voluntarily. 


Bakehouses : No  serious  defects  were  found  in  the  12  bake- 
houses in  the  town,  which  are  periodically  inspected.  (3  of  the 
bakehouses  were  of  the  type  considered  as  domestic). 

A film  show  and  lecture  (arranged  by  the  Cockermouth  Urban 
and  Rural  District  Councils)  on  Cleanliness  in  the  Handling  of 
Food,  were  given  on  5th.  December,  1951,  the  speaker  being  Dr.  J. 
>8.  Faulds,  Cumberland  Pathological  Laboratory.  The  general 
public  and  all  connected  with  the  food  trade  were  invited  to  attend 
nut  the  response  was  not  very  encouraging. 


The  Model  Bye-Jaws  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  relating  to  the 
handling  and  sale  of  food  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1951. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— The  total  number 
of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  among  civilians  during  1951  in  the 
Cockermou'tlh  Urban  District,  including  Pulmonary  and  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  13. 

Excluding  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (vide  post)  the  number 
was  7-  (1950—8). 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1951. 


Total  cases 

Cases  notified 

Deaths 

Disease  notified 

1951 

admitted 

of  notified 

to  hospital 

cases 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarle . Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

6 

0 

0 

(Ages'  1 to  2 yrs — 1; 

2 to  3 yr 

s — 1; 

4 to  5 yrs — 2; 

5 to  10  yrs — 2) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(Abortive)  (Age:  3 yrs.) 

1 

• 

1 

0 

Meningo-Coccal  Meningitis  1 

1 

0 

Typhoid  Group,  etc. 

0 (Age  1 

yr.) 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 
Pulmonary  Males' 

1 

0 

0 

Females 

3 

2 

0 

Non-Pulmonary  Males 

0 

0 (Hosp.) 

0 

Females 

1 

1 

0 

Table  showing  monthly  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases,  1951  - 

Disease  Jan  Keb.  Mar  Apr.  May.  J'ne  July  Aue  S«pt  Oet.  Nov.  Dae.  Total 


Meningo-coccal 

Meningitis 

Measles 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Abortive) 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  I I 

Other  Forms  i 


— I 

6 -6 

l — i 

l I — 4 

— i 


From  notifications  received  it  is  deduced  that  one  in  every  743 
persons  in  this  district  contracted  a disease  notifiable  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  and  the  Tuberculosis  Regula- 
tions (Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Ohickenpox  excluded).  Last 
year’s  figures  : 1 in  645. 

No  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  (1950—2  oases)  was  notified — see 
foregoing  tables. 
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The  Scarlet  Fever  case  and  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, therefore,  were  each  nil,  as  compared  with  0.38  and  nil 
lespectively  for  1950.  The  corresponding  rates  for  all  England 
and  Wales  (1951)  were  1.11  and  0.00- 

There  was,  again,  no  Diphtheria  notification,  so  that  the  case 
and  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  were  both  nil  the  same 
as  in  1950  The  corresponding  rates  for  all  England  and  Wales 
(1951)  were  0.02  and  0.00. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  Diphtheria  was  continued 
as  before,  entailing  a lot  of  unseen  varied  work.  Most  of  the  actual 
inoculations  were  given  by  me  at  the  School  Clinic  (Harford 
House,  Main  Street)  as  in  previous  years.  The  co-operation  of 
local  Medical  Practitioners  and  Head  Teachers,  and  particularly 
that  of  -the  County  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Horn,  is  hereby  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

According  to  figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
officer  during  the  year  under  review  16  elementary  school  children 
5 to  14  years  and  91  infants  under  5 years  were  given  primary 
injections  (two  at  intervals  of  a few  weeks)  whilst  251  children 
received  a single  reinforcing  dose  (these  are  children  who  received 
two  primary  doses  4 to  5 years  previously-) 

In  this  county  and  throughout  the  whole  country  the  mortality 
and  incidence  of  diphtheria  continue  to  fall.  In  1951  deaths  in 
England  and  Wales  numbered  34  -against  -a  yearly  average  of  about 
2,800  between  1930  and  1940.  Notifications  wer-e  -under  2,000 
compared  with  a yearly  -average  of  55,000  in  the  -s-anie  decade. 


The  following  are  figures  for  deaths  and  notifications  for 

n gland  and  Wales  since  1944  : — 

Year. 

Deaths 

Corrected  Notifications 

1944 

934 

23.199 

1945 

72? 

18.596 

1946 

472 

11.986 

1947 

244 

5,609 

1948 

156 

3,575 

1949 

84 

1.890 

1950 

49 

962 

1951 

34 

699 

Such  a result  with 

immunisation  is 

of  course  excellent,  but  it 

undoubtedly  a fact 

bhiat  such  success 

ha-s  in  itself  meant  that 

ar  of  diphtheria  has  declined. 

Sustained  effort  must  continue  to  be  made  by  all  -concerned  to 
achieve  the  level  of  immunisation  necessary  among  children 
Generally  and  particularly  in  regard  to  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  in  the  0 to  5 years  group. 

Acute- Poliomyelitis- — A child  of  nearly  4 years  in  November  was 
suspected  to  have  the  disease  and  was  sent  to  Crozier  Lodge,  Car- 
lisle, but  was  eventually  notified  as  an  ‘Abortive’  case, 
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There  were  no  notifications  of  Typhoid  (including  Para- 
typhoid) Fever,  Encephalitis  Lethargic®,  Cerebro-Spinal  Men- 
ingitis, Erysipelas  or  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — No  notification  received  again.  The  case 
rate  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (including  Puerperal  Fever)  is  better 
expressed  in  relation  to  the  number  of  births  registered  than  to 
the  population.  When  calculated  on  this  basis  the  rate  was  : — 
Puerperal  Pyrexia,  nil  per  1,000  total  births1  (i.e.  live  and  still 
births),  the  same  as  in  1950.  The  corresponding  rate  (1951)  for 
England  and  Wales  was  10.06. 

There  was  no  Maternal  death  ; the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
therefore  was  again  nil  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still ) births,  the 
same  as  in  1950. 

Pneumonia.- — Although  no  notifications  were  received  (as  in 
the  previous  year),  three  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  were 
registered  in  1 951  - 

Tuberculosis. — Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  4 cases 
of  Pulmonary  (1  male  and  3 females)  and  one  of  Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis  were  notified.  There  were  also  three  inward 
transfers  (all  females).  Five  (including  2 males  and  1 female 
previously  notified)  received  Sanatorium  otr  Hospital  treatment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  New  Oases  and 
Mortality  (all  cases;  during  1951  : — 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

1951  Non-  Non- 

Resniratory  ±ve  spiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 
Age  MF  M F MF  MF 


Under  1 year  . . 
1—5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35-45 
45—55 
55—65 

65 — and  upwards 


1 — 


— 1 — 


Totals 


0 0 


A statement  regarding  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
will  be  found  on  page  10. 

The  number  of  oases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  1951  was  as  follows: — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

12 

11 

23 

Non-pulmonary 

0 

4 

4 

All  cases  12 

15 

27 

Non-N otifiaible  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. — Epidemics  usually 
occur  in  conjunction  with  epidemics  in  the  districts  adjoining. 
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Influenza  was  prevalent  Two  deaths  (1  January, 

1 February.,  at  ages  of  73  and  78  yeans,  respectively),  were 
recorded  from  this  disease  (with  complications;,  so  that  the  Influ- 
enza death  rate  was  0.3S  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  same  as 
the  previous  year  The  rate  (1951)  for  (all  England  and  Wales  was 
38  also. 


Re  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (which  became  notifiable  as 
from  1st.  November,  1959;. — There  were  six  oases  of  Measles, 
but  none  of  Whooping  Cough  notified,  and  one  death  was  recorded 
from  the  former  disease — that  of  an  infant  under  12  months  old 
that  contracted  Measles  when  staying  in  a neighbouring  district 
and  died  there.  The  case  rates  and  death  rates  in  1951  were 
therefore,  respectively,  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  follows  : — 
Measles  1.15  and  0.19;  Whooping  Cough  both  rates,  nil. 

(England  and  Wales'  in  1951. — Measles  14.07  and  0.01  ; and 
"Whooping  Cough,  3-87  and  0.01). 


Hospital  accommodation  as  provided  by  the  West  Cumberland 
Joint  Hospital  Board  for  infectious  diseases  remains  unaltered. 


Sr  HOOL  CLOSURES.— During  1951  no  elementary  school  in 
Cockennouth  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary  to  the  Medical  Officer  o 
Health,  in  pursuance  of  Article  XIX  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
Older.  1926. 


NUISANCES : — 

Nuisances  reported  to  Council  ...  0 

Written  Intimatory  Notices  served  after  inspection  6 

Written  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  ...  6 

DETAILED  SANITARY  WORK 

Choked  Drains,  defective  I.O.  s and  gullies  ...  57 

Housing  Inspections  ...  65 

Factory  Inspections  ...  52 

Visits  to  Knackery  and  Blood  Drying  Factory  ...  4 

Personal  visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  (incl1.  Disinfections)  0 


PLANS  PASSED  DURING  1951.— 

Oarage,  Parkside  Avenue,  for  Mr.  G.  Todhunter. 

House  and  Garage,  Parkside  Avenue,  for  Mr-  W.  P.  Deacon. 

Four  semi-detached  houses,  Sunscales  Avenue,  for 
Messrs  3.  Twiname  Ltd. 

Changing  Quarters,  Laithwait-e,  for  Cockermouth  RU.F.C. 
Garage,  30,  Fell  View,  for  Mr.  W.  Walker. 

House  and  Garage,  Parkside  Avenue,  for  Mrs.  C-  Allen. 

W.C.  s and  Septic  Tank,  Simonscales  Mill  for  St.  Dun  stuns. 
Conversion  of  Humes  Hall  into  two  flats  for  Mr-  I.  Graham. 
Additions  to  17,  South  Street  for  Messrs  J.  and  J.  Huddurt. 
Conversion  of  Elmhurst  into  two  flats  for  Miss  Musgrave. 
Bungalow,  Fitz  Road,  for  Miss  Hunter. 

Garage,  72,  Brigham  Road,  for  Mr.  G.  Sanderson. 

Kitchen  extension.  82,  Main  Street,  for  Mr  J.  G.  Greggain- 
Store,  Huntsman  Yard  for  Mr  G.  Fim. 

36  Houses,  Slatefell  Estate  for  North  Eastern  Housing  Association. 
Kitchen  extension,  Sunscales  Avenue,  for  Mrs  E-  Coupiar. 

Byre  and  Loose  Boxes,  Simonscales  Lane  for  Mr.  J.  Mounsey. 
Garage,  1,  Towers  Lane,  for  Mr.  Eden. 

Extension  of  Pre-cast  Concrete  Works  for  Thos-  Armstrong,  Ltd. 
Extension  of  Office,  South  Street,  for  Messrs  T.  Armstrong  Ltd. 
Extension  of  Dining  Room,  Lorton  Road,  for  Mr  J.  Mounsey- 

Extension  of  Woodwork  Hut,  Grammar  School),  for  Cumberlland 
County  Council. 

M.  M.  DIXON,  M.lnsf.  Mun.E.  C.R.  San.l. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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